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form. l To complain (he says) of the march of
the scientific spirit, seems as idle as to complain
of the law of gravitation itself.'

"We might multiply examples of this kind of
language, but for our present purpose these two
will suffice. The private convictions, or the
private vacillations of the author, do not affect
the truth or the falsehood of the main argument
of his book. Whatever he may think about the
supernatural himself, for argument's sake he
assumes it to be non-existent; and we have
only emphasised the fact that he believes, as well
as assumes it to be so, to show the singular
change that in less than twenty years i the
march (as he calls it) of the scientific spirit'
has produced on his spiritual life. We have
already said, further, why we dwell at all on
what seems to be a personal question. It is be-
cause we believe the author to be a type, as well
as an individual, and because we believe that the
views put forth in the present volume are repre-
sentative now, as were those put forth in ' Ecce
Homo 7 formerly. They both represent, at least
so far as England is concerned, the general view
of that new religious world, which has formed,
or has tried to form itself, having left the old